Sons of Norway ~ Elvesvingen Chapter 1-582

February
2017
Norwegian Bingo Returns!
February 11, 2017 ~ 11:00am
Heritage Room, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Mankato
February Servers
Joel Botten, Joloyce Falgren, Sharon Hanson, Alice
Haugen, Warren & Irene Mickelson, Evelyth Nelson,
Owen & Evelyn Swenson, Yevonne Flatgard, Arnold
Krueger, Darcy Larvick, Carol Rasmussen
Co-Chairs: Lois Kitzmann & Dorothy Redding

Come and join the fun and
games of the fun February
meeting! There will be
Norwegian prizes!

Sons of Norway Elvesvingen Board Members:

The mission of Sons of Norway is to
promote and to preserve the heritage
and culture of Norway, to celebrate
our relationship with other Nordic
Countries, and provide quality
insurance and financial products to
our members.

President: Karen Abbott 381-3290
Vice President: Vacant
Secretary: Lois Kitzmann 344-1684
Financial Secretary: Linda Stelter 388-7139
Treasurer: Lynnell Pemble 245-3805
Editor: Beth Barriga 202-1269
Past President: Dean Kluge 317-0683
Social/Cultural Director: John Bungum 327-1278
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Hilsen Fra Presidenten, Karen Abbott
Our weather has been a little crazy lately with either snow, rain, or temps in the low 40's.
Sometimes it's hard to know what to expect when you walk outside! But, you can always expect
a good time when you show up for an Elvesvingen program. Thanks to chairs, Dick and Kris
Norland and Carol Seifert, and the January servers for providing another delicious lunch. Dr.
Gene Pfeifer, President of Bethany Lutheran College, presented a very interesting program on
the College's past, present, and future. Dr. Pfeifer is a very engaging speaker and we enjoyed the
pictures and stories about this gem of an institution that we have right in Mankato.
Be sure to join us in the Heritage Room of Bethlehem Lutheran Church at 11:00a.m. on February 11th for
Norwegian Bingo. As we have done in prior years, there will be prizes for the winners.
As we all know, February 14th is Valentine's Day. I was wondering how Norwegians celebrate the day
and found some information on the festivals.iloveindia.com website. They write: Strongly weaved into
the cultural web of Norway is the celebration of the Valentine's Day, so much so that the date has become
a very important part of the social calendar of the country. People here wait in anticipation for 14th
February to arrive and this is particularly true for the younger generation. Valentines celebration in
Norway has become interlinked with the spring celebrations over the years and one may often come
across huge displays of red hearts and such other Valentine goods in big cities of the country, like Oslo. A
number of legends and myths have been associated with the celebration of the festival, paving the way to
different types of customs and rituals. Earlier, the Norwegians had this common belief that it was the day
when the members of the avian species mated, in order to procreate and give birth to their offspring.
Hence, the day is regarded as an auspicious occasion for lovers to express their deep-set emotions for one
another. Let us explore Valentine's Day traditions in Norway, in detail. Every region has its own typical
way of celebrating a festival that is unique only to that area. Norway too has its own customs and
traditions for observing Valentine's Day. Special preparations start months ahead and to a large extent,
this is facilitated by the gift stores and shopping malls. Greeting cards, Valentine decors and chocolates
line up the stalls and one can pick up any range, depending on one's choice. Unlike other places, in
Norway, Valentine's Day celebration is known as Valentinsdag. Although many Norwegians feel that the
concept of the festival is a borrowed one and is a recent introduction in their region, they celebrate the
festival with much zeal and enthusiasm that is comparable to any other parts of the world. One of the
most popular ways adopted by Norwegians, to celebrate Valentine's Day, is to take their partners out on a
special date, which involves an elusive romantic dinner for the two of them. This is usually accompanied
by a romantic card or a red rose to make the event complete. Many people even select this day to reveal
and express their emotions to their sweetheart and some even decide to tie up the knot, considering the
festival as an auspicious event. The adults observe this occasion as a sign of their years of togetherness
and their unfading trust and love for one another. Although they observe the festival in a more subtle
manner, they make sure that they get into the true mood of the season.
You can celebrate Valentine's Day early with your loved ones by taking them to Dell Lutheran Church in
Frost on February 5th for lutefisk. They serve from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm and tickets can be purchased at
the door for $18.00. Since that day is Curt's birthday, you know we'll be there!!
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February
Curtis Eidhammer

5

Karen Abbott

7

Milan Skarphol

11

Gudrun Kjelshus

16

Marlys Heller Leiding

25

Darcy Larvick

27

We still need a vice president! If you
would like to know more, please let
one of the board members know.

What are the responsibilities of a
Vice-President?
-Work alongside the President to
learn the roles of the President
-Lead Lodge meetings when
President is unable to attend
-Welcome members at meetings

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATON-We would like to continue to encourage scholarship applications for
Norwegian language camps in Skogfjorden, near Bemidji (ages 7- 18), or Masse Moro, near Eau Claire,
WI (ages 9-15). The camps are in June and July each year, with one, two, or four week sessions. If your
children, grandchildren, or friends are interested, they can call Lois Kitzmann (507-344-1684) for more
information. The youth do not need to be members of Sons of Norway to attend.
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A word about the weather: In case of a winter storm, the Board of Directors will
notify members and the serving committee, if a Lodge meeting needs to be cancelled. A
cancellation decision will be made as follows:

11:00 a.m. brunch meeting: Decision by 7:00 p.m. the night prior
5:30 p.m. evening meeting: Decision by 8:00 a.m. the morning of the
meeting
Serving committee chair persons will be notified right away by phone and they are
asked to call the other serving committee members. Program presenters will be notified
by telephone. Please check media for notices:
*a message will scroll across top of our local web page
*click on “School Closings” in the left sidebar
*log on to the KEYC Website: www.keyctv.tv
*listen to any of the following radio stations:
KTOE AM 1420
KDOG FM 96.7
KATO FM 93.1
KXLP FM 94.1
KXAC FM 100.5

KRRW (St. James) FM
101.5
KYSM FM 103.5
Z99 FM 99.1
Blaze FM 95.7

Buzzard FM 105.5
KHRS (New Ulm) FM
105.9

John Bungum, granddaughter Linnea Bungum,
and January’s speaker Dr. Gene Pfeifer,
President of Bethany Lutheran College
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New books in our Sons of Norway library
"Norway" (8) - Going to Norway? Check this book out - traveling in Norway - Maps Where to stay - Food and many interesting places to travel. Don't leave home without reading
this travel book!
"Spoken Norwegian" (3) by Einar Haugen and Kenneth Chapman - An introduction to
learn Norwegian.
"Norwegian Touches" (7) by Louise Roalson - History, recipes, folk arts. Looks like some
great recipes to try.
"365 Godnat Sange -rim go remser" (1) Book is in Norwegian - has some great illustrations
for your kids/grandkids

Book Categories
1. FICTION/DRAMA/POEMS

5. LANGUAGE

2. CHILDREN

6. COOKING/CRAFTS

3. LANGUAGE

7. HISTORY -HISTORICAL NOVEL

4. BIOGRAPHY

8 REFERENCE

35th Annual Dell Scandinavian Smorgasbord–2017
February 5th (11:00-3:00)
Dell Lutheran Church, rural Frost
This Norwegian Medley will fill you up with authentic fare from our homeland; Lutefisk, Klub,
Norwegian Meatballs, Real Mashed Potatoes, Corn and many Norwegian desserts, including Rice
Pudding, Romgrot, Kringla, Lefsa and Rosettes. Tickets are sold at the door, $18 donation for adults and
$6 donation for those 10 and under. Valet service for all. Dell ladies will have a fantastic Bake Sale as
well. All proceeds from the Supper go to missions. It is a true Norwegian feast! Please come join us!
Program us into your GPS unit at Dell Lutheran Church, 47500 97th Street, Frost, MN 56033
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Elvesvingen Chapter 1-582
P.O. Box 1091
Mankato, MN 56002

Calendar of Events

Check out the Information Table:

● Pick up information on area events,
travel, or SON financial products

Norwegian Bingo
February 11~ 11am

● Sign up for events/volunteer
opportunities

Heritage Room
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

● View a copy of recent Lodge
Minutes/Treasurer’s Report
Paul Lindfors: Newfoundland

● Check out the SON newsletter for
children under 15

March 11 ~ 11am
Heritage Room
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

www.sonsofnorwaymankato.org - www.sofn.com
www.facebook.com/mankatosonsofnorway
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